l()l’ SECRET  SECRET - CONFIDENTIAL ¢ UNCLASSIFIED
Approved For Release 2005/07/13 CIA-RDP72- 00337R000400110045-4

D)ISTRIBUTION: Date: _ 30 _dul

De! Press Item for the DCI rem: No. J1o
' ) Ret: No.
INIPE -

2D

“IDP(2) @Cﬂ

YOCI ’
NE 0 % |
ISR _

1S1(2)
/OPCN
DB
NDICO
:5D0O
N
R A’)‘gﬁ
S

f(

wh

mea
L.BGCO

UPI—7G 
CARM)

WASHINGTON--SEN. JOHN C,STENNIS, Sss SAID TODAY THE
SOVIET UNION MAY HAVE BY THE MID-1970 ERTOUS AﬁD PERHAPS DEADLY
THREAT TO_"OUR VERY SURVIVAL." m““‘* B

STENNIS, CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE ERMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, MADE A
POWERFUL PLEA TO THE SENATE FOR APPROVAL OF THE SAFEGUARD ANTI-
BALLISTIC MISSILE SYSTEM. "HE SAID THE BOVIET (NION"NOW HAS ENOUGH
BALLISTIC MISSILE LAUNCHERS EITHER DEPLOYED OR UNDER CONSTRUCTION
"WHICH, WITH QUALITATIVE IMPROVEMENTS, COULD POSE A SERIOUS aND
PERHAPS DEADLY TREAT TO OUR MINUTEMAN DETERRENT IN THE MID-1970'S.

"OUR VERY SURVIVAL MAY HINGE ON THE DECISION WE MAKE ON SAFEGUARD
THIS YEAR,"™ HE SAID IN REMARKS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY TO THE SENATE.

STENNIS SAID THE THREAT TO THE NATION'S LAND BASED MISSILE
FORCE IS REAL AND GROWING. HE SAID THE SOVIETS HAVE DEPLOYED OR
STARTED CONSTRUCTION ON ABOUT 300 MONSTER SS9 MISSILES WITH A
CAPABILITY OF DESTROYING HARDENED MISSILE SILOS EITHER SINGLY OR
WITH TRIPLE WARHEADS.

IN ADDITION HE SAID THE SOVIETS HAVE MORE THAN 800 SMALLER SS11
MISSILES IN OPERATION OR UNDER CONSTRUCTION AND HE WARNED THAT
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE SS11 COULD ALSO GIVE IT A KILL CAPABILITY AGAINST
JeS. MISSILE SILOS.

STENNIS SAID THAT TO DEFEAT SAFEGUARD EXPANSION IN THE SENATE
“"WOULD BE THE WORST POSSIBLE SETBACK THAT WE COULD HAND TO THE
STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATIONS TALXKS IN VIENNA."

HE SAID IT WOULD DEFEAT ALL CHANCES FOR SUCCESS AT THE U.S.-SOVIET
NEGOTIATIONS "BECAUSE IT WOULD CLEARLY JERK THE RUG OUT FROM UNDER
OUR PRESIDENT JUST WHEN A STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATIONS AGREEMENT SEEMS
POSSIBLE.,™
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